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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Marine Inquiry 

Written submission from Open Seas 

Are the objectives for the establishment of the Scottish Marine Regions still 
appropriate? 

Yes, the objectives set out in the Marine (Scotland) Act are still appropriate and 
relevant.  

However, they are increasingly being usurped by the development of policies and 
plans at a national level. For example, national fisheries policy is currently being 
developed centrally by the Scottish Government as part of the Future of Fisheries 
Management, and management plans for some areas (which are not contiguous with 
the Scottish Marine Regions) have been developed by the Regional Inshore Fisheries 
Groups. Similarly, plans for the future of offshore wind developments are being 
developed separately by both Scottish Government’s “sectoral plan” consultation and 
Crown Estate Scotland’s next round of leasing. These are taking place outside of even 
a National Marine Plan, let alone a regional one, and we find this alarming and counter 
to the principles of the Marine (Scotland) Act.  

How effective has the approach to establishing Marine Planning Partnerships 
been in practice? 

No comment. 

What progress has been made in the development and implementation of 
Regional Marine Plans and what are the objectives and priorities for the next 5-
10 years? 

Clearly there has been little progress. This is disappointing. A priority for the next 5 – 
10 years should be actually establishing plans and ensuring that these are coherent 
throughout the Scottish marine area.  

Is the system of marine planning sufficiently integrated with the terrestrial 
planning system? 

No comment.  

What is required to deliver an effective Marine Planning system under Part 3 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010? 

Marine planners and decision makers do not all currently acknowledge that they are 
duty bound to act in accordance with the National Marine Plan (or regional plans 
therein). As an organisation primarily focused on environment and fisheries we shall 
give a fisheries example.  

The Future of Fisheries Management National Discussion Paper (NDP) aims to set 
out Marine Scotland’s ambitions for fisheries management. Whilst it acknowledges 
some parts of the National Marine Plan (NMP), it proposes policies which are clearly 
contradictory with it. For example, whilst the NMP sets an objective that “Fish stocks 
are harvested sustainably (both environmentally and economically) leading to 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-discussion-paper-future-fisheries-management-scotland/
http://ifgs.org.uk/rifg_wc/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/sectoral-marine-plan-offshore-wind-energy-encompassing-deep-water-plan/pages/6/
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/media-and-notices/news-media-releases-opinion/october-planned-for-scotlands-offshore-wind-launch
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exploitation of Scotland’s commercial fish stocks at Maximum Sustainable Yield and 
with increased long-term stability”, the latest iteration of Scottish Government’s Future 
of Fisheries proposes “We are not minded to establish targets for achieving MSY in 
any stocks at this stage but would welcome views on how best to work towards 
achieving MSY.” Similar situations occur regarding discarding, and currently exist 
regarding protection of PMFs (which the committee will know is now an overdue 
commitment).  

What funding and support is available for the development of RMPs? 

It is our understanding that little to no funding is available, and that wider local authority 
cuts have left many areas without any capacity to dedicate to marine planning.  

What duties/requirements are there on local authorities to develop and 
implement RMPs? 

No comment.  

Is there sufficient marine planning expertise in all Local Authorities for 
development of RMPs? 

In the case of Orkney and Shetland, we have found there is significant expertise in 
marine planning. However, it appears this is the exception and this is insufficient and 
in need of enhancement elsewhere.  

 


